THE   REALM  OF   POLITICS
selves off from the tradition and reality of their own
country. Their ignorance of the religious nature of the
doctrine which they profess, and which they cannot
really follow except religiously, has its immediate
political consequences. They entirely misconceive
the problem of political democracy. Marx also did not
foresee the problem of modern democracy, but he had
excuses. It did not yet exist; and there was a sacred
fury in the eagerness of his imaginative vision which
overleapt the period of democracy. But the modern
Marx-Leninist has neither of these excuses. For him,
democracy is merely a sham; he has lost all instinctive
response to the fact that democracy was achieved in
this country by an effort which lasted for two centuries
and a half. It means nothing to him. So that he can
pass from the slogan: cDemocracy is a sham!' to the
slogan 'Defend Democracy!5 without a twinge of con-
science. If the former cry had had meaning, the latter
can have none. The truth seems to be that democracy
itself is meaningless to him.
Democracy has a very real meaning; and a demo-
cracy is a stubborn reality. First and foremost, it is
the form of government which (mistakenly or not)
asserts the worth and validity of the individual man,
and that the true end of society to secure to him the
maximum of responsible freedom. That is the
rationale of complete political democracy. Hence
derives, immediately, the inordinate difficulty of
thinking democracy in Marxist categories. If the
individual man is an illusion in capitalist society and
his freedom a mirage, how can a form of government